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Editorial 

How should L.A. handle street 


vendors? 


Street vendors are practically everywhere in ^*£**£j£* ptddlere^n and Iroundparire'hawk balloons. Ice 
sidewalks, and flowers and fresh fruit next to fr ^way offra p . crow d s when ballgames and clubs 

ss tizsasss: ^ 

SmIS may ta part of the culture of L.A., but it's prohibited by the crty. 

The failure to adopt practical, enforceable rules on ilSne 'nei^ibea^xjds, where 

ban on vending is widely ignored and enforcement is sp y, ^ £1 and c jty inspectors routinely turn a 

vendore clutter the public rtght-of-way with c«te wjwej • P* e Candice seized and 

a ,3WSU " last week alle9ing that ,he 

cr^teS constiSio^l lights by taking their property without due process. 

It's long past time for city leaders to legitimize and regulate a^rSS'deoent framework 
city is moving at a glacial pace, which is surpnsmg because l .os ^ J ct ordinance, 

on the books. Twenty years ago the Crty Court , * t ®' 3aw was in its details: The process 
which allows vending in specific commercial dretri • bureaucratic that it wasn't widely used. The only 

eventual ly rescinded because the perm'd fees were too 

high and there was no enforcement of unpermitted sellers. 

However, reforming the ordinance so it's easier To 

then cracking down on sellers who don't C0 ™ p ' y ’Jl° „ f ers to be a ble to hawk their goods anywhere in 

That may not satisfy street vending ' dispersed over 500 square miles, 
the city. But it's unrealistic to expect authorities to . ,n ® p ®^° r ® the sidewalks from being overrun. Nor may 
and the city may need to limit the number in any ^her a vending district is 
such reforms satisfy business groups that wanttog p outside their shops. But the city’s job isn’t to 

» 10 ensure sa,e ' olean and vibrant public spaces ' 
and a well-regulated street vending program can help do that. 
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I’m iate getting this out, but wanted to make sure you and your boss saw the Times editorial 
yesterday about vending. Considering that the Times Ed Board came out in favor of vending 
almost two years ago, this is a big movement. 
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Editorial 


How should L.A. handle street 
vendors? 


nlh ?n clH d0rS nf re pr fi' C8lly everywhere in Los Angeles. They sell sodas, CDs and corn-on-the 
hoi^’ ° WerS 3nd freSh fmit next t0 freeway offram P s - Peddlers in and around 
^ ,C * ^ f even toilet paper ’ and sellers of bacon-wrapped hot dogs cater 

o crowds when ballgames and clubs let out. Yet, despite their prevalence, the estimated 50 000 
local street vendors are all operating illegally. Sidewalk selling may be part of the culture of L A 
but it’s prohibited by the city. * 


1 he failure to adopt practical, enforceable rules on street vending has created a legal limbo for all 
involved. The ban on vending is widely ignored and enforcement is spotty, leading to a glut in 
some neighborhoods, where vendors clutter the public right-of-way with carts and trash. Police 
officers and city inspectors routinely turn a blind eye to street vending until there is a crackdown, 
and sellers see their carts and merchandise seized and sometimes destroyed — illegally, 
according to civil rights croups that filed a lawsuit last week alleging that the city violated sellers' 
constitutional rights by taking their property without due process. 

It s long past time for city leaders to legitimize and regulate this not-very-underground economy. 
But so far the city is moving at a glacial pace, which is surprising because Los Angeles already 
has a pretty decent framework on the books. Twenty years ago the City Council adopted the 
Special Sidewalk Vending District Ordinance, which allows vending in specific commercial 


districts The problem with the law was in its details: The process for establishing vending districts 
was°so S cumbereome^ and bureaucratic that it wasn't widely used. The only district ever Cheated was 
in MacArthur Park, and it was eventually rescinded because the permit fees were too high « 
there was no enforcement of unpermitted sellers. 

However reforming the ordinance so it’s easier to create districts with reasonable rules and 
permitting fees, and then cracking down on sellers who don't comply^could bs ^ expeditions wa> 
to lecalize and control vending. That may not satisfy street vending advocates, who want an 
sellers to be able to hawk their ooods anywhere in the city. But it’s unrealistic to expect authont 

dispersed over 500 square miles, and the city may need to limit the 
number in to keep the sidewalks from being overrun. Nor may such reforms satisfy 

business groups that want to give shop owners a veto over whether a vendmg Us c £ a ®d o 
whether a specific vendor can operate on the sidewalk outside their shops. But the j£rty s job isn 
to restrict competition or protect brick-and-mortar businesses. Its to ensure safe, clean and vibr*n 
public spaces, and a well-regulated street vending program can help do that. 
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